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To the Workmen of the United States. 

FELLOW WORKMEN : ^ ^ ^ ^ . 

Since in this great republic, clcsj)ite its cnornKuis natural resources' 
of all kinds, cles];)itc the al)sencc of princes and large standing armies, 
deS])ite a-pcace of one liundred years — intcrrui)te(t only 'ky the civil 
war waged for ti c abolition of slavery - since, desi)ite all these wonder- 
fully favorable ci!C'nnstanccs, p(.)vcrt4^ and misery have here too increas-' 
ediin a measure, as but a short time ago, only few would .have\consid- 
€rcd possible, since tliis time,- even tlie nK)sl ( onfrdent have realized the 
truth that the United Stales too arc irresistibly going forward to that 
great revolution; wliich will cliange the face of the civilized world, will 
annihilate tlie ])rcsent infernal plundering system of the ruling classes, 
will take the terrible ])ressure from \\\v shoulder of the* workingman, and' 
will bring a new and better future for all humanity. Since the social 
cunditionti uf ilic uld world have long bee'n as bad or wor.se than those 
now existing in the United Statr's, nwx brothers in I^urope have endeav- 
ored by the aid of experience and .^wMcnce, to discover the cause of these 
circumstances, and to find tiic remedy. In the sanie way, a large 
'number 'Of workingmen of Ameru :i have, for several years, made 
similar researches, and \\\^\ \vx\c unanimously arrived at a conclusion, 
whose substance is laid down in tiie following platforni : 

^ J[>abor being: the ^crc.itor of all wt-akh aiui civilizat^)n, it rightfully follows tliat 
those whq labor and create all wealth .sh.oulil enjoy the full result of their toil. There* 
^ fore we declare \ \ - . 

That' a just and equitable (listribuUon of the fruits of lafK»r is' utterly impossible 
nnder the present system of society, lliis fad is al)iuidantly illustrafed by the de- 
plorable condition of the workini^^ classes, , which are in a slate' oi destitution and dc- 
ji^rading dependence in the midst of their Own i)ro(iuclions. While the hardest t- and 
most disagreeable work brings to the worker only the bare necessaries of life, others' 
who labor ntbt, riot in la]x>r*s prcxluction. We furthermore declare : 

That the present industrial systemof competition, based on rent, profit-taking and 
interest, caus**s and intensifies this inequaUty, concentrating into the hands of a few,; 
^11 means' of production, distribution and the results of labor, thus ' creating" gigantic • 
monopolies dangerous to the people's liberties; and avc further declare ; • , ' 

I That these monster monopolies and -these consequent extremcs,.of wealth and . 
poverty supported by class legislatioa"'^re subversive' of all democracy, injurious ;to^ 
the national interests and destructive of itruth and moralrty. This st^e of affairs, 
continued and lupTield by Nthe ruling political^ parties is ag-ainst. the 'welfare cA the 
people. , i . • ^ 

. ' To abolish |this system, with a view jto" establish cooperative production, and tQ 
secure equitable distribution,- we demand that the resources of life, bamcly land, the" 
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and exchange, become as fast as practic^WeJ 
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Our fellow workmen will see. that the princif)! 
this platform are as true for this country as .for. Eilrope, 
periepce will confirm it. It is iftdifferent to. the wpj-kij^ian in gen- 
eral, ,yhether he is exploited in thr corporation fatton^^s of the iNe^y 
Englarld states, in the coal mines ol^Pennsylvania and|Illi|iois, or m the 
factory-districts of Belgium', fenglifiul and GcrmanV. i ^ . . 

■ The same causes must necessarily produce the sAinc effectsi every- 
where. The employer in New York, Philadelphia ancf Chicago, forces 
you in exactly the same %<'av, to .//r/V^ with him your Ns'^'U-iarned wages,- 
as the employer in Manchester, Paris and Eerhn. Ancl he can use 
ihh./ane only because he is the proprietor of the factories, tl;e m.ach- 
inery the soil, in one word, all means of production. He it owner of all 
Uiis by precisely the same right, by which the former sLive|h6lders were 
I owners of their Hlave^, And as the "sacred ])roi)erty" of the-feKlve-holders 
iwas confiscated, because this w;'s demanded by the interests^of humanity, 
.so'mv'ist-the ruling classes, monopolists and capitalists bo fbrccd to sur- 
render the privileges, granted to them by the laws of to-day, in order that 
iit last be extinguished those execrable ronditions. which make it pos.sit)le 
that^compafatively few riot in boundless aOlucnce, whilstjthc millions 
sink ever deeper in i^iisery and economical — and consdquently pol- 
itical—dependence. ■ , , , • 1 

iBufhow attain: this result? Fellow workmen ! there; is only one 
method which contains all other, and this one piethod is i;rx<r/iiza/nm/ 
Do not hope ^o accomi)lislr anything singly and alone. Asiyour oppon- 
ncnts. who, ./vithoii^ this are powerful enougli, unite to defend -thnir 
irUcVcHts against uiraiuickN, so lauM you :xally to one great invincible 
phalan.v, if you hope to gain but a foot. of .ground.-. Organize m every 
i.rarlical why ; an frndes unions, v;nvkw^rmnx'n partief<, no.ljaI|nta; Umtc 
with your bretli^cn tluourJiout the land and also heyoncf the sea for 
■ lastingly,' you can accomj-lish nothing withqut them, nor tihey without 
you. But under all cirrumstanrcs. or-.mizc! if you fail to dothls, the Cir- 
cumstances will develope much bloodier and much more fital for you, 
and the change into a new and better state will come aboutlntuch more 
-slowly and ditficulily, than will otheVwisc be the case. Breidj-nots will 
take place, for the ever harder bitjng misery will undoubtedly cause 
tliemj but they will be suppressed, since no organized laboti bonsctous 
• of itsi aims^- is behind them,.or in case of a' momcntart.subcess of the 
rioterk, theyUvill be crushed by the ensuing- reaction, smce |the victors 
lack the intelligence to ti^e their victory properly. Organise ; make 
use blithe- legal institutions of the -land ; do your utmost, tol sferid your 
own representatives, independent of the old corrupt partids, | into the 
: legislative bodies- Make the most of this opportunity to strengthen 
' your organi;ca:lion and to propagate the doctrines you aim at] | j- 

. '/ In one word, leave no pratica\?le method untried, to strengthen your- 
, selves and yoVir cause, and to wealien your enemtes. But pkftaps you 
may aski whetherUt is possible to accomplish jrouraims by tHe^e. means, 

peacablyl -, . ' ,!,V ' / ^1!.. ' r 

Fellow Workmen ! Look around yau and listen to tl)e teachings ot 
history. .History ishows, that the privileged classes'hav^e. ran;l)f,.if ever, 
surrender JS their privileges, without forcible conVpulsioti.,'rh| history 
of, oiir own country furnishes a striking- example ih the late ifebellibn^l 
^And when-'you look around, what do you see ?i You ifeee everywhere. 
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the emplpyer violate most brutally- even the civil rights of the employed; 
you seei how they compel the \Vorkingman jto give up'hls organi25ations, 
by threatenin^j hinrwith all the woesof hiinger and misery ; hdv^ they 
frequently try to s6w bloody dissensions among' the workingmenjrtiem- ^ 
selves, knd oppose their just demands with force of 'arms; you; see, '• 
furtherrtiore, how in all these excesses, the}! are supported by a goveru- 
■ment, that to-day exists only in the interests of\the ruling clashes, by 
the ppllce, and when necessary,, by the military power. ^Yoii; know 
how these -classes, well trainea to all the tricks of political curruption, 
ihave always been skilful in the art of falsifying the -alleged 
will of the people, expressed at tlie polls, and that, they sui^ely 
jwill employ these sorts of falsification all the more, the more dangerous 
■ito their interests the increasing organization of the workingmen be- 
tomcs; under these conditions, wc must cxi)ect that our enemies— when 
they see our power increase in a peaceful and legal way and our victory 
Kpproaching — will, on their part — just as^thc slavehoIders---become 
rebels, and that then the time will come for the cause ot labor, ^yhen 
:hat old, prime lever of all revolutions,— effective as long as manKind 
s still iri a half barbarous state — force must be applied to, in order to 
:)laG<^ the working masses in control of t/w r.tate, which then for the firs^ 
■ime, will be the reptesentativc, not of a fnc privileged classes, but ol 
ill society. . ' - < 

' ThcSocialistic Labor Party has for years recognized an (|1 loudly* and 
-(Jtstb^clly proclaimed this probable,— yes, inevitable— dcvelopement of 
Affairs, and it is highly satisfactory to see that other organ i7,ati,pns_ .are, 
•^bracing thf^so vunvn more and uiuic, aiid give ' evidence of this m 
tneir proclamations. 

^1 'Wc surely do not participate in the folly of those men, whoconside^ 
dlynamitc bombes the best means of a-itatlon to produce the greatest 
^volution, that ever took place in the social life of mankind, we know 
v^pry well that a revolution in the opinions of men and the economical 
ci'bnditions of society must precede, ere a lasting success can be ob- 
tained in the interest of the workingmasses. .Hut we ddtre not conceal 
. fi^om our fellow workmen^ the nature of the struggle for which, they 
must prepare. Furthermore, we believe that even to-day the. workingmen 
should. not permit brutal, violations of their rights, and should resent 
them with all their might. We sympathize .with every manly d?ed, 
^^hich lis apt to arouse the spirit of independence in the work- 
ii^gm^nlarid to satisfy his sense of justice. The memlJers of the^ mhng 
and exploiting classes must learn to-day that in their warfare with'|thc 
vforkingraan,. they cannot appeal to brutal /orce and falsification of 
■justice with impunity. '\ \ \y ' ' , . \\ 

li Fellow workmen I The Avay to our end is not an easy one ! ; JJut 

. tlliere^s-no other, and thete is no hope for you and youf chddren, unless 

y^u choose that way. Btit before you attaih jyour ultimate end.s, you 

can improve your condition, or at least^prevent it from getting worse, if 

. you compel the realization of the following [demands by yourorgam- 

: zzltions and strive for their enactment as laws in all states : N 

• ' Boreau^ of I^abor Statistics, Reduction of the.jHjOurs iof Labor,- Abolitidri of 

Contract Convict Labor, Employers Liability Law; Prohibition of a>ild Labor, 

Compulsory Education, Fattory, Nnne and AVorkshop [Inspection, Sanitary>Inspection 

of I Food and Dwellings, aijd Payment of "Wages; in Cash. . j<^ } \. 
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Fellow workmen ! We address^ these words] do yqu at a rjiomjn- 
tuoustime. AH signs tend -to sho.i* that .gbternbfe crisis 4S agait^^p- 
proachm^, a crisis wTiich will rage frightfull>^in;tHebranks of the. work- 

FelJow workmen ! Do not hesitate, lose nkia' moment, _ ere -tiie 
deepest misery destroys yeu, or sops your vital strfei&th, rertdermg you 
powerless for anv resistance. Organize ! Agitatd ![ Every. ; day, 'eVfery 
hour Necessity, misery-and oppression threate^ ^oumor^ and more 
every day, that'is certain, but only your own p^wtrfwiU save you, that ,, 
is more certain. !, 1 I /, 

■J , ; I ■ ^ ' . . ' '■' 

TV^yy. _ por Inforniition. Applicati'dn pr Af^nbership, ConsHtu- 
tions, I\tmphkts,ctc.,_app!y to (he foUoxidng Mre\s\s: , ■• ~. 

ALBANY, N. Y. : G. KmsHOLD,' 70 WashiBgton kvo. i ,i 
BAT/niSIORK, Md. : 0. Doun, 439 Lexington StteeL ; 
BOSTON, MaHH. : R Donatii, 29 MiddlosoX SWefet, . i 

BRIDGEPOHT, Conn. : R Wutjdiuck,, 70 Mam Street j ■ , 
'BROOKLYN, N. Y. : Orro REIMF.I^ 36 Mofttrosf B.ye. ; ^ /, 

BUFFALO N. Y. : L. Hkoht, 2ir) Mortimer St|e|t., ^ , . / / 
OHICAGO.' TIL : E. Lowa, 297 W. I^^^i'f « Strfi . j _ i / 
KAST Dl'rrUOTT, ^^i<<ll. : Jo:x Duoni:y, 235 i Columbia Street: . 
ELIZABETH, N. J. : Lot-i>. Gukkel, 144 First Stk-eet . _ :V . 
GlW>^NPOIi:^T, N. Y. : Aik;. Dai-TOKN, 157jNa^f<u Ave., Broqklyn. 
HOBOKEN, N. X : Carl Fett, 121 Adajn^;{kre^. j > 

iJOLYOKJO Mhh.s. : CiiA!iLi.!>< i3A(;KorKN, 44d iMam|btreet.. j; 

INDLVNAPOLIS Ii)(l. : <lftiH. Ltzius, 344 : S,.Mbj|idian Street ■; 
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LONG TRl.AND HlT^ 

park. AHtoriu. ^t ^ 

MTLWAUKl'^l'], WiHc. : Val. J. Biatz, 121 Reed, 
iMOUNT PLEASANT, Pa. : CHUI•:^^ l^Wx. J^^ 
MlilUDEN, Conn. : Cms. ScuNnn, P. 0. B.-404. , 

LOUISVILLE, Ivy. : .Toilv Nicolay, 1902 Graysbil Street 
M'VNSFIELD, Pa : Hv:nmi\\ WIsc^^IAN^^ MaTL^fieldl Yalley. i 
NEWAIUC, N J.: Aug. KkKDiXG, 283 Halstjy Stt^t . J 
NEW -BEDFORD, ^Sla.sH. ; ^ Jos. Palmf, 841 UcWcinet -Av^enue. 
NEW HAVEN, Gonu. : Tai;l Zni^renMANi^, 93 Utocli fetTeet 
NEW YORK, N. Y. : John Heinriciib, 175 pr4htirll Street ( 
PATERSON. N; ^. : Loulh Scukk Cross .StM- ! J " ' J ^ 
PHIL/U)Ii:LPHIA, Pa. : Bernu. Ikmer, J;^29 S. a3th btreet 
PirrSBURGli, Pa. : Char. Loether, 110 If ^^ .f t|eet ^ 
PITTSFIELD, i\Iass. : Geo.' Baumueller, jBdJ Aiii Jjlfjj. 0( 
ROCKVILLE, Conn. : Cuas. May, c{o. Gdttl. fr(Wc^t^*^ur 
SAN FR.ANCISCb, Cal : S. Robt. Wilson, | 
ST. Lt)UIS, Mo. -...Frank Orro, S. IJlf lOt 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. -. Jdl. Timm, 153 Biitterhut Stteet _ 
TROY, N. Y. : G. Meyer, c/o. James Roy Wp^-\ T^est irpy. 
UTIOA, N. Y. : Osw. Stoetzner, .27 Bristol :Bfw 
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WELLSBORO, Pa'. : F. Woehleet, P> .0, B, 
HuQo VoGT, Sec'y. S. L. P., 25 Ave. A, N 
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